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Abstract 

The study course ”Spatial planning” provides students with the necessary knowledge of the 

spatial planning and its importance, the spatial planning system and its development in Latvia. 

Students acquire the knowledge of the spatial planning levels, the components of spatial 

planning documents, organizational structure of their development, the sequence and 

methodology of development. 

 

The aim of the study course: 

The aim of the study course is to explain the basics of territorial planning at different levels of 

planning and its role in the development of administrative territories. 

 

Learning outcomes (knowledge, skills and competence): 

After completing the course students will have: 

 Knowledge about the legal aspects of spatial planning, as well as the development 

methods of planning documents; 

 Skills how to apply the knowledge of spatial development with the aim to work out 

spatial plans; 

 Competence to independently access, select and analyse information and data; to use the 

acquired the knowledge and practical skills in the process of spatial planning and the 

development of spatial planning documents. 

 

Relation of the study course with other subjects: 
Students should have the prior knowledge in study courses “Cadastre”, “Computer graphics in 

land management and surveying”. 
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Requirements for individual work: 

Individual studies of the theoretical material included in the bibliography, legislative acts, 

revision of the information from laboratory works while elaborating the course project. 

 

Assessment of knowledge: 

Test No1: General questions of spatial planning. Spatial planning system. Territorial planning at 

national and regional level. 

Test No 2: Territorial development at the level of local governments. Information system of 

spatial development planning. 

 

Requirements for the admission to the examination: 

The assessment of the examination is based on accumulative evaluation: 

 Test No1 – 25 points, 

 Test No 2 – 25 points, 

5 points form 1 evaluation point 

 

Procedure and requirements for settling missed lectures:  

The missed laboratory works and rewriting of the tests should be settled by making an 

appointment with a lecturer. 
 

 

Extended content of the programme 

 
Introduction. The study course, its content and relation with other study courses. The structure 

and requirements. The list of special literature and legislative basis. Key concepts in spatial 

planning. 

 

The aim, main tasks and basic principles of spatial planning. The purpose of territorial 

development planning. The main tasks. Basic principles to be followed in the planning of the 

territory. 

 

Development planning system. Development planning system. Types of development planning 

documents, their deadlines and their mutual hierarchy. Spatial planning levels and their 

interrelation. Competence of public institutions in planning of territorial development. 

 

Planning of territorial development in national level and planning regions’ level.  
Territorial development planning documents at the national level. Planning regions. Territorial 

development planning documents of planning region. 

 

Territorial development planning at the level of the local government. 

Sustainable development strategy and development programme. Sustainable development 

strategy, its components, content and approval procedure. Development programme, its contents 

and approval procedure. Regional Development Indicator Module (RAIM) and its role in 

working out development planning documents. 

 

Spatial planning of the territory of the local government. The general concept of spatial planning. 

Components and content of a spatial plan. The procedure for elaboration of the spatial plan. The 

procedure of spatial plan’s public discussion, approval, consent and entry into force. 

 

Local plan and thematic plan. A general concept of the local plan, its components. Procedure for 

the development, approval and entry into force of the local plan. A general concept of thematic 

planning. Application of thematic plans. 
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Functional zoning of a territory and types of use. A general concept of functional zoning. 

Functional zones, sub-zones and conditions for their determination. The main and additional uses 

of the territory in functional zones. Classification of the use of the territory. 

 

General requirements for territorial planning and use. General requirements on the whole for the 

planning and use of areas of all municipalities. General requirements for the planning and use of 

individual municipal territories. 

 

Territorial development planning information system. A general concept of territorial 

development planning information system (TAPIS). The aim of launching TAPIS. The main 

principles of TAPIS.  

 

List of laboratory works: 

 

1. Distribution of a territory according to the current use using ArcGIS and Bentley 

MicroStation software. 

2. Identification and reflection of populated areas and transport infrastructure objects. 

3. Identification and reflection of protection zones using the Bentey MicroStation 

software. 

4. Municipal road assessment, division into groups and reflection in ArcGIS software. 

5. Identification and reflection of territories with special conditions. 

6. The development of prospective functional zoning. 

 

Course Project 

The objective of the course project is to evaluate the indicators characterizing the territory of a 

municipality (geographical location, socio-economic conditions), land areas and their 

distribution; identify the objects of social, production and transport infrastructure and their 

location, settlement structure, encumbered territories and objects; identify and display areas with 

special conditions, develop the functional zoning of the territory, prepare explanatory article and 

graphic part using ArcGIS and Bentley MicroStation software. 
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